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President’s Message 

Dear	Members,	

In	late	February	we	learned	a	li5le	bit	more	about	the	FAA’s	Aeronau:cal	
Safety	and	Knowledge	Test.	The	details	are	s:ll	a	bit	scarce,	but	it	seems	that	
the	AMA	has	successfully	advocated	for	a	simplified,	mul:ple-choice,	no-cost	
test	that	can	be	completed	at	home	online.	It	is	expected	to	be	rolled	out	
some:me	in	the	second	half	of	2021.	The	AMA	assures	its	members	that	
passing	the	test	will	be	no	problem	at	all	–	a	couple	dozen	ques:ons	much	
simpler	than	the	Part	107	test.	Comple:ng	the	test	will	be	required	for	
recrea:onal	flyers.	Since	this	is	a	pilot	knowledge	test,	there	is	no	exemp:on	
based	on	the	weight	of	the	aircraR	flown.	

I’m	feeling	cau:ously	hopeful	that	we	may	have	a	somewhat	normal	summer	
before	us.	The	projec:ons	for	COVID-19	infec:on	rates	based	on	an:cipated	
vaccina:ons	look	very	promising,	with	numbers	falling	drama:cally	by	late	
May.	Let’s	all	con:nue	to	be	vigilant	and	proac:ve	in	protec:ng	ourselves	and	
our	neighbors	un:l	we	can	officially	declare	this	pandemic	“over”.	

Although	I’ve	not	yet	begun	building,	I	think	I’ve	se5le	on	a	laser-cut	balsa	
biplane	kit	that	I	hope	to	have	flying	by	the	fall.	Meanwhile,	I	built	a	near-
iden:cal	clone	of	my	freestyle	quadcopter,	because	“why	build	one	when	you	
can	have	two	at	twice	the	price?”	(bonus	points	if	you	can	name	the	movie	I’m	
quo:ng	without	Googling	it).	

If	you	are	reading	this	newsle5er	and	have	not	joined	us	for	one	of	our	
monthly	Zoom	mee:ngs,	please	consider	doing	so.	The	mee:ngs	are	fun,	
social,	and	a	way	for	us	to	keep	in	touch,	and	we’d	love	to	see	you	in	
cyberspace	un:l	we	can	see	you	again	in	person.	The	mee:ng	details	go	out	
on	our	groups.io	mailing,	so	please	join	that	list	if	you	haven’t	
already,	by	visi:ng	h5ps://crrc.groups.io.	Please	also	get	in	touch	
with	me	if	you	need	technical	assistance	connec:ng	to	Zoom.	

Fly	well,	

- Mike Whidden, President  
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Field Notices 

Bill Martin / Medfield - Keys 
As noted recently on the mailing list, the Bill Martin Field in Medfield will 
continue to operate with the same key as last year, #15.  Ken Antonellis is 
the key-master if you need access - David Speilman also reportedly has 
some keys available. 

- Ed. 

Field Rentals (Reminder) 
We are privileged to have a shared long term lease of the Bill Martin Field in 
Medfield. This is Massachusetts state property and is rented at very 
reasonable rate of less than $200 per year. Since this is a shared lease with 
MMAC, all members of CRRC and MMAC need to follow the MA state 
guidelines. 

We’ve requested a spring permit for use of Davis field for Saturday and 
Sunday mornings 8:00 am to 11:30 am from April through June. The 
Sudbury park and recreation director reviews all the field requests with 
priority to Sudbury and youth based clubs. Our time slot is right before the 
youth soccer begins. Plan your flying days so you don’t miss out on the fun. 
We have also submitted our plans for summer and fall weekends and 
summer contests. 

- David Spielman, Safety Coordinator 
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COVID Protocols & Davis Field Waiver 

COVID-19 has imposed mask-wearing and minimum 6-foot distancing rules 
when sharing public spaces.  CRRC requests all members to follow state 
guidelines at all fields & meetings, and maintain safe and healthy practices 
for our own and other members’ sakes, as well as for the sake of other users 
of our shared fields. 

Sudbury Parks and Recreation has asked for all participants in Davis 
Field activities (our rental of the field counts) to sign and return a 
waiver of liability in return for access to the field.  Please see the 
club email list for a copy of the form and further details, if you come 
to Davis Field.  The form can be signed, scanned, and sent to David 
Speilman at exofficio (at) charlesriverrc (dot) org.  

FAA Registration Reminder 

Please remember to visit https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/ to check and 
renew your registration.  You should be able to Log In, then click the 
“Dashboard” for Recreational Flyers and see you FAA registration number 
and expiration date.  Click the “Renew” button under your number/date/
address details to renew. 

Also, beware some commercial entities who are claiming to process 
registrations - often for increased prices.  Go directly to the FAA.gov site - 
the fee is $5 for a three-year registration / or extension from your existing 
expiry. 

www.charlesriverrc.org 4 AMA Charter #339

https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/
http://FAA.gov
http://www.charlesriverrc.org


CRRC Flight Log	 March  2021

This Month’s Meeting 

Our next general meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 17th, 
7:45PM.  Once again we will hold the meeting virtually using Zoom 
conferencing.  

Instructions to join the session will be sent to the Groups.io mailing list a 
day or two before the meeting.  We all hope to be able to resume in-person 
meetings soon, but meanwhile let’s enjoy a different form of connection! 

Club meetings are open to the public, we welcome visitors and 
guests to learn about model aviation and CRRC!   

For access instructions regarding online meetings, please contact a member 
or email webmaster@charlesriverrc.org 

CRRC Membership - Renew for 2021 

Please remember to renew your membership for 2021.  Seventy-five of 
your fellow members have already done so this year!  While being unable to 
meet physically in the current situation reduces some costs to the club, 
membership dues are the club’s main source of funds and are used for our 
field rentals, AMA club registration and insurance, etc.  Thanks for your 
support!   

Full details are on the last page of the newsletter - if you’re a renewing 
member you don’t need to send the whole form, just use your previously 
shared email to send PayPal to membership@charlesriverrc.org.  
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Club Information 
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Instruction 
To inquire about instruction 
please call the Chief 
Instructor, Dick Williamson.  

Types of instruction 
B = Building 
G = Glider  
E = Electric 
F = Fuel 
H = Helicopter  
Q = Quadcopter/
Multirotor    

Dick Willamson - B,G,E 
     Sudbury - 978-618-5475 

David Spielman - B,E 

     dspielma (at) gmail.com 

John Weigel - B 

     Natick - 508-655-2138 

Richard Gammon - B,G,E,F 
     West Boylston - 

 508-835-2049 

Ken Antonellis - G,E,F 
    Natick - 508-653-8369 

Lincoln Ross - G,E 
    Waltham - 781-891-0332 

Dave Walter - G 
    Hudson - 978-562-5400 

Jon Leehey - F 
    Wayland - 508-358-5721 

Tony Davids - H 
     Stow - 978-568-9598 

Scott Ritter - Q 
     Sudbury -  978-443-2373

General Info 

Flying Sites  
 Go to the CRRC Website and 
select the Flying Sites tab to 

see the various sites. The 
site page will give current 

weather and site 
information. 

Keys to the  

Bill Martin Field 
To get a key for Bill Martin 

Field in Medfield please email 
Ken Antonellis at 

kxa@verizon.net. Ken is the 
key-master. The key for the 

2021 season is key #15. Ken 
may have keys at the 

meeting. A $5 deposit is 
required the first time you 

receive a key. 

Tree Climbers 
Lloyd Keyes(Wayland) 

508-358-9197 or  
508-341-0110 

Scott (Sudbury) 
508-203-3845 

Stephen Canessa 
The Tree Guy 
978-460-1000 

Hartney Greymont (Medfield) 
Sean Comer 

781-444-1227 
thescomer@gmail.com

Officers - 2021 
President 

Mike Whidden 
president at charlesriverrc.org 

Vice President 
Dan Sullivan 

vicepresident at charlesriverrc.org 

Treasurer 
Dave Marshall 

treasurer at charlesriverrc.org 

Membership Secretary 
John Eppling 

membership at charlesriverrc.org 

Recording Secretary 
(vacant) 

secretary at charlesriverrc.org 

Webmaster 
Joel Foner 

webmaster at charlesriverrc.org 

Newsletter Editor 
Adam Smith 

newsletter at charlesriverrc.org 

Chief Instructor 
Dick Williamson 
chiefinstructor at 
charlesriverrc.org 

Safety Coordinator 
David Spielman 

safety at charlesriverrc.org 

Raffle Chairman 
David Spielman 

exofficio at charlesriverrc.org

http://www.charlesriverrc.org/
mailto:kxa@verizon.net
mailto:thescomer@gmail.com
http://www.charlesriverrc.org
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Membership Application - 2021 

IMPORTANT: You must be an Academy of Model Aeronautics member to join CRRC.
AMA Junior membership is free! http://www.modelaircraft.org/membership/youth.aspx   

By submitting this membership application you agree to comply with the AMA safety code, 
including documents 550 and 560 found at: www.modelaircraft.org/documents.aspx  

To receive a membership card, bring this application to a club meeting or 
mail to the membership secretary: 

John Eppling 
Membership Secretary CRRC 

43 Nylander, Acton, MA 01720 
membership@charlesriverrc.org  

You may pay by check or use PayPal.  
Make checks to Charles River RC, or send PayPal to the email above. 

Name

Street

Town State Zip

Telephone Email

AMA	No. Birth	Date
I	agree:	
[					]

Club	membership	and	ac:vi:es	are	bound	by	the	CRRC	handbook,	available	at:	
h5p://charlesriverrc.org/newsite/Documents/CRRC%20Handbook%202020.pdf	

Member category Before March 1, 2020 After March 1, 2020

OPEN Member $60 $65
SENIOR member  

If age 60 before July 1st $50 $55

SENIOR member  
If age 75 before July 1st

Free if AMA member	
(Voluntary donation 
appreciated - e.g. 

$50)

Free if AMA member	
(Voluntary donation 
appreciated - e.g. 

$50)
JUNIOR Member  

Under 19 before July 1st
NON-FLYING member  

If age 75 before July 1st
(Voluntary donation 

appreciated)
(Voluntary donation 

appreciated)

Full time STUDENT
$40 $45

Family member additional to 
OPEN membership

Additional / optional donation 
(supports field rental) Voluntary $10 / $25 / $50 / etc
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