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President’s Message 

Dear Fellow Club Members -  

I hope you are well! 

The weather has been improving and summer is just around the corner. 
Meanwhile, the BOD has been exploring how we might return some of our 
favorite fair-weather events to the calendar, with safety at the highest 
priority. (A full, tentative run-down is included later in this newsletter.) The 
main reason we can even pursue this is that local COVID-19 rates have 
begun falling. This is wonderful; and it is hugely the result of sustained 
individual vigilance – please take to heart our Safety Coordinator’s message, 
below! 

Although sparse groups are beginning to gather outdoors, we will be keeping 
our monthly club meetings “virtual”. These have been working out very well 
so far. Attendance has been outstanding ;-) We owe a repeated thank you to 
Joel F., who has graciously continued to be our Zoom host. 

I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming meeting – and, at a suitable 
distance, on the field :-) 

Sincerely, 

- Scott Ritter, President  
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Davis Field - Summer Permit 

There are thermals above my house! I see two hawks circling overhead and 
hear their cries.  This is so exciting, summer has arrived. I want to visit my 
flying site, and to my delight, I received approval for Sudbury Park and 
Recreation for our permit. 

We have seen Davis Field open up last week to people outside of Sudbury. 
Our summer permit for Davis Field with all our requested dates accepted. 
We’ve rented the field for each weekend in July and August from 8:00am to 
1:30pm and from 7:00am to 4:30pm on contest weekends.Very exciting in 
lite of what we’ve been going through. We’ve reserved Davis Field with the 
anticipation of about 10 pilots on the field, our average for the past two 
years. 

The field may not come with your usual facilities and won’t have cleaning 
supplies. Be prepared, bring hand sanitizer and something to clean your 
equipment. 

Reminder - From Yahoo! to Groups.io 

Are you wondering why the club mailing list has gone quiet these past 
couple of months?  Please remember that we’ve switched from Yahoo! 
Groups to Groups.io, after Yahoo! drastically reduced their services late last 
year. 

If you were a member of the Yahoo! group, you should have been migrated 
or invited to re-join, depending on your settings. 
 
If you aren’t on the group but would like to be, members should contact 
Adam / webmaster “at” charlesriverrc.org, or send mail to crrc+subscribe 
“at” CRRC.groups.io. 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Summer Events & Contests 

Of course, the current public-health situation is leading the club to serious 
consideration of whether and how to hold our typical summer events.  
Regrettably, the July 4th Demonstration Day has been cancelled (Sudbury 
having cancelled their parade and other related events), and all other 
meetings, contests, and events are subject to decisions or updates as we 
approach their respective dates. 

That said, the CDs are still considering holding the ALES event in late July, 
see below. 

Altitude Limited Electric Soaring 
Join us for some friendly competition at the 2020 ALES Contest, conditions 
permitting.  

Massachusetts Covid-19 rules are expected to apply, especially distancing, 
masks, and hand sanitizing!  You should be prepared to be self-sufficient for 
the day at the field, and respect others by following guidance.  Stay up to 
date with club website in case cancellation is required. 

Covid-19 has made event planning difficult and volunteer staff uncertain. We 
need a few volunteers to be able to run this event. Contact David Spielman 
or Dan Sullivan if interested.  We also would like to understand the club 
member demand - please contact the CDs if you plan to attend/compete 
under these restrictions. 

Planes must be equipped with a CAM or similar circuit that cuts off power to 
the motor at 30 seconds or 200 meters of elevation, whichever comes first.   
Scoring will be man-on-man thermal duration with the flight time starting 
when the motor is turned on. We will have a single pilot class.  Further 
details to be announced closer to event based on interest. 
  
For more information, contact CDs: 
David Spielman or Dan Sullivan 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Safety Moment - Wear a Mask, Save a 

Friend 

“COVID-19”: are you tired of hearing that on the news every minute of 
your waking hours and sleeping too? I am, not because of the rhetoric, but 
because I see people possibly spreading the virus because they don’t follow 
2 key protections, distancing and PPE. I’m not tired of the mask wearing, I’m 
tired of seeing and being around people who aren’t wearing a mask or 
respecting my 6-foot space. I’m tired of getting conflicting messages from 
the Feds vs the State governments.  

The message from our governor is clear and for our club it is the way we do 
things. For our fields in Medfield and Sudbury and Acton, we follow the state 
rules. Respect your fellow club members and give them the 6-foot space and 
wear a mask when things can’t be controlled. I bet if you do that, more of 
your friends will show up at the field, feel safe and spend time with you. 
Don’t do that and we can lose use of the field and potentially spread a virus 
you don’t know you have. Our members are in the moderate to high risk 
group, being older and some less than prime physical specimens� If you 

see someone suddenly pack up and leave, chances are someone has invaded 
their space and made them feel uncomfortable. It’s everyone’s responsibility 
to distance and wear a mask weather you believe it works or not. You 
may not be afraid of getting Covid-19, but I bet most of your fellow club 
members are. 

 - David Spielman – Safety Coordinator 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This Month’s Meeting 

Our next general meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 17th, 
7:45PM.  Once again we will hold the meeting virtually using Zoom 
conferencing. 

Instructions to join the session will be sent to the Groups.io mailing list a 
day or two before the meeting.  We all hope to be able to resume in-person 
meetings soon, but meanwhile let’s enjoy a different form of connection! 

Club meetings are open to the public, we welcome visitors and 
guests to learn about model aviation and CRRC!   
For access instructions regarding online meetings, please contact a member 
or email webmaster@charlesriverrc.org 

No Raffle :( 

We’ll be holding off the raffle for now, in hope of being able to do it at an in-
person meeting soon! 

Bill Martin Field Keys 

It’s time again to swap out the keys for access to the Medfield field.  Key# 
15 is in use this year. 

Ken Antonellis continues to serve as the CRRC key-master, so please get in 
touch with Ken before heading to Bill Martin this spring. 
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Club Information 
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Instruction 
To inquire about instruction 
please call the Chief 
Instructor, Dick Williamson.  

Types of instruction 
B = Building 
G = Glider  
E = Electric 
F = Fuel 
H = Helicopter  
Q = Quadcopter/
Multirotor    

Dick Willamson - B,G,E 
     Sudbury - 978-618-5475 

David Spielman - B,E 

     dspielma (at) gmail.com 

John Weigel - B 

     Natick - 508-655-2138 

Richard Gammon - B,G,E,F 
     West Boylston - 

 508-835-2049 

Ken Antonellis - G,E,F 
    Natick - 508-653-8369 

Bruce Schneider - G,E 
    Hudson - 978-460-0305 

Lincoln Ross - G,E 
    Waltham - 781-891-0332 

Dave Walter - G 
    Hudson - 978-562-5400 

Jon Leehey - F 
    Wayland - 508-358-5721 

Tony Davids - H 
     Stow - 978-568-9598 

Scott Ritter - Q 
     Sudbury -  978-443-2373

General Info 

Flying Sites  
 Go to the CRRC Website 

and select the Flying Sites 
tab to see the various 

sites. The site page will 
give current weather and 

site information. 

Keys to the  
Bill Martin Field 

To get a key for Bill Martin 
Field in Medfield please 
email Ken Antonellis at 
kxa@verizon.net. Ken is 
the key-master. The key 

for the 2019 season is key 
#4. Ken may have keys at 
the meeting. A $5 deposit 
is required the first time 

you receive a key. 

Tree Climbers 
Lloyd Keyes(Wayland) 

508-358-9197 or  
508-341-0110 

Scott (Sudbury) 
508-203-3845 

Stephen Canessa 
The Tree Guy 
978-460-1000 

Hartney Greymont (Medfield) 
Sean Comer 

781-444-1227 
thescomer@gmail.com

Officers - 2020 
President 

Scott Ritter 
president at charlesriverrc.org 

Vice President 
Jake Megowen 

vicepresident at charlesriverrc.org 

Treasurer 
Dave Marshall 

treasurer at charlesriverrc.org 

Membership Secretary 
John Eppling 

membership at charlesriverrc.org 

Recording Secretary 
Dan Sullivan 

secretary at charlesriverrc.org 

Webmaster 
Adam Smith 

webmaster at charlesriverrc.org 

Newsletter Editor 
Adam Smith 

newsletter at charlesriverrc.org 

Chief Instructor 
Dick Williamson 
chiefinstructor at 
charlesriverrc.org 

Raffle Chairman 
David Spielman 

xofficio at charlesriverrc.org
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Membership Application - 2020 

IMPORTANT: You must be an AMA member to receive a CRRC membership
AMA Junior membership is free! http://www.modelaircraft.org/membership/youth.aspx   

By submitting this membership application you agree to comply with the AMA safety code, 
including documents 550 and 560 found at: www.modelaircraft.org/documents.aspx  

To receive a membership card, bring this application to a club meeting or 
mail to the membership secretary: 

John Eppling 
Membership Secretary CRRC 

43 Nylander, Acton, MA 01720 
membership@charlesriverrc.org  

You may pay by check or use PayPal.  
Make checks to Charles River RC, or use PayPal to: 

membership@charlesriverrc.org

Name

Street

Town State Zip

Telephone Email

AMA	No. Birth	Date
[		]	DO	NOT	include	my	personal	contact	informaAon	in	the	club	phone	book	
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Member category Before March 1, 2020 After March 1, 2020

OPEN Member $60 $65
SENIOR member  

If age 60 before July 1st $50 $55

SENIOR member  
If age 75 before July 1st

Free if AMA member	
(Voluntary donation 
appreciated - e.g. 

$50)

Free if AMA member	
(Voluntary donation 
appreciated - e.g. 

$50)
JUNIOR Member  

Under 19 before July 1st
NON-FLYING member  

If age 75 before July 1st
(Voluntary donation 

appreciated)
(Voluntary donation 

appreciated)

Full time STUDENT
$40 $45

Family member additional to 
OPEN membership

Additional / optional donation 
(supports field rental) Voluntary $10 / $25 / $50 / etc
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